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HOUSE JOINT RESOLUTION 964  

By  Floyd 

 

 
A RESOLUTION to recognize Dr. Albert C. Goss upon forty-seven 

years of service with the Mile Straight Baptist 
Church in Soddy Daisy. 

 
WHEREAS, the State of Tennessee has been fortunate during its history to benefit from 

the outstanding leadership provided by those committed ministers of the Gospel who lead 

churches across this State and who, with their congregations, provide the bedrock strength that 

defines an orderly and just society; and  

WHEREAS, Dr. Albert C. Goss is one such estimable minister who has served with 

distinction for forty-seven years as Pastor of Mile Straight Baptist Church in Soddy Daisy; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Goss will be celebrating his years of service with the Mile Straight 

congregation and beginning a much-deserved partial retirement on July 7, 2010; and 

WHEREAS, relinquishing some of his responsibilities as Co-Pastor, which he now 

shares with his son, Dr. Tom Goss, Dr. Al Goss will now concentrate on certain aspects of the 

ministry as Associate Pastor and Pastor Emeritus; and 

WHEREAS, a graduate of Tennessee Temple University, Dr. Goss earned masters and 

doctoral degrees from Covington Theological Seminary; and 

WHEREAS, under his leadership, the membership of Mile Straight Baptist Church has 

increased from sixty-eight members to 410 members who are actively involved in the church’s 

day-to-day ministries; many buildings have also been erected during this time, including a new 

auditorium, new Sunday School facilities, and a family activities building; and 

WHEREAS, in addition to his congregational work, Al Goss is an active and important 

part of many ministerial organizations, including Baptist International Missions, Inc., for which he 

has served as Chairman and Treasurer, and Hi-Way Bi-Way Christian Crusade, for which he 

has served as President; and 
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WHEREAS, through his efforts, over 135 missionaries and mission projects are now 

being supported by the church through annual giving of over $140,000; and 

 WHEREAS, Dr. Goss has also contributed his time and numerous talents to ministering 

to the community as well as to the church; he has provided services to nursing homes and 

rescue missions and is actively involved in the pro-life movement and in caring for the needs of 

the less fortunate; and 

 WHEREAS, a strong advocate of the family and an exemplary leader, Dr. Goss is 

credited with not only providing sound biblical training but also life lessons for his congregation; 

during his ministry, more than fifty men and women have been inspired to full-time service, 

including one of his sons and two of his grandsons; and 

 WHEREAS, his many accomplishments aside, Al Goss is most grateful for the love and 

companionship of his wife of sixty-one years, Cherry Norris Goss; their blessed union has 

produced five children, Scarlett Ferguson, Clifta Hixson, Tim Goss, Tom Goss, and Jim Goss; 

nine grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren, with one more great-grandchild on the way; 

and 

 WHEREAS, all of Dr. Goss’s family members are active in the ministries of Mile Straight 

except for one grandson, who is a pastor in Alabama; Tom Goss is Co-Pastor, Clifta Hixson is 

the church pianist, Scarlett Ferguson teaches a ladies’ Sunday School class, and another of his 

grandsons is Young Adult Pastor; and 

WHEREAS, Dr. Goss exemplifies the spirit and allegiance to family and community that 

are characteristic of a true Tennessean; and 

WHEREAS, throughout his estimable career, Dr. Albert C. Goss has demonstrated the 

utmost professionalism, ability, and integrity, winning the unbridled respect and admiration of his 

family, his community, and the members of the Mile Straight Baptist Church; now, therefore, 

 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE ONE HUNDRED 

SIXTH GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF TENNESSEE, THE SENATE 

CONCURRING, that we congratulate Dr. Albert C. Goss upon forty-seven years of service with 

the Mile Straight Baptist Church and extend to him our heartfelt wishes for a happy and fulfilling 

retirement and every continued success in his future endeavors. 
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 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that an appropriate copy of this resolution be prepared 

for presentation with this final clause omitted from such copy. 


